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The Middle East after the Iran War
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ABSTRACT: This paper examines the effects of the 2026 U.S.-Israeli war on Iran on
both the international and regional systems during a complex transitional phase char-
acterized by Washington’s and Tehran’s inability to achieve military decisiveness and by
a persistent negotiating deadlock. It focuses on the reshaping of power balances in the
Middle East, particularly the roles of Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Egypt, Tiirkiye,
and Pakistan, amid a renewed U.S. effort to construct a new regional security and energy
order that serves its own axis and constrains China and Russia. The paper also explores
the rising roles of India and Pakistan, assesses the war’s impact on non-state actors, and

compares continuity and change in regional roles.
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As of June 11
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